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Chapter 16 The Seven Bowl Judgments

While the Bible is a book of hope, it is also a book of judgment. In fact, it's full of judgments. Just reading
these verses in chapter 16 rips and tears at your heart, strikes terror. This is the end, the culmination; the final
wrath of God fills up and pours out on the ungodly earth, now completely inundating the entire world in total
disaster. The bowl judgments come in a rapid-fire, staccato like a machine gun, each one stronger in fury and
intensity. The bowls are the last plagues that from the blast of the seventh trumpet and will conclude the
seventh seal. Here sin, unrighteousness, blasphemy, rejection will be swept finally from the earth. Chapter 16
gives us the picture of this final destruction from God's wrath at the close of a time known as the Tribulation,
a seven-year period, the latter part of it known as the Great Tribulation. What happens in chapter 16
immediately precedes the return of Christ that is detailed in chapter 19. God has demonstrated love, God has
demonstrated grace. In mercy, He has sent His Son to die. He has raised up preachers to preach through all
the years and in this seven-year period He will raise up some invincible preachers to preach. He has given to
us His holy Word. He has pled with men to come in repentance and faith to Jesus. He has given them tastes
of judgment. And still they say no, they will not believe, they will not come, they will not receive. They love
their sin. They will hold to their sin. They will worship Satan. They will bow down to the Antichrist. They
will believe the false prophet. And they will reject the Son of God. We want to talk about a God of grace and
goodness and mercy and love, but here we're going to see the holiest and most extensive and final wrath of
God against sin. It is the epitome of God's absolute total destruction of sinners.

Questions For Pondering

1. Does chapter 16 gives you a taste of how God loathes sin? Give you a sense of how holy He is and
because of His holiness, He is forbearing from Genesis until Revelation? Do you see the sinfulness of sin
and how man think lightly of the riches of God’s kindness and tolerance and patience and because their
unrepentant heart are storing up wrath for themselves in this last time? Or do you think God is too “cruel” in
judging man this way?

2. Though Christians will not face God’s judgment the way unbelievers face, nevertheless, God, out of His
love, will chastise when His children sin (Hebrews 12:5-13). When Christians sin they lose, though not their
salvation, the joy of their salvation (Psalm 51:12) and usefulness to God (Psalm 66:18). Would you please
prayerfully exam yourself to see if there is hidden sin in your life if so would you repent of it to experience
again the fullness of joy in the Lord?
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