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Chapter 15 Prelude to the Bowl Judgments

The New Testament says, "It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God." Chapter 15
introduces the seven bowls of wrath, God’s final judgments at the end of the seven-year tribulation period.
And there have been plenty of warnings, plenty of previews of coming attractions, from Genesis to
Revelation. All through all of this final expression of judgment that is coming in a time called the Tribulation,
God is calling sinners to salvation. In fact, as wrath escalates in the tribulation, evangelism escalates as well.
His holiness demands that He judge and His love demands that He warn. This is the shortest chapter in the
book of Revelation because it is really preliminary to chapter 16. It is simply a setup for what's going to

come in the final judgment, at the same time gives the motives for God’s judgment. God’s judgment is
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always right and holy He does not need to give explanation for any His action because He always does what
right. Sometime He gives the reason sometime He does not, it’s His call.

Questions For Pondering

1. God’s holy and perfect character inevitably demands that He judge. Are you on God’s side or human’s
side when you read God’s horrific judgments upon the earth and humanity?

2. The ultimate goal for our salvation is to glorify God (Ephesians 1:6,12,14). Would you look up the
following verses and start to practice in that direction so your life can give glory to the Lord as chapter 15:4
states? Joshua 7:19-20; Psalm 50:23; John 14:13-14; 15:8; 21:15-22; Romans 4:19-20; 15:5-6; 1 Corinthians
6:19-20; 10:31; 2 Corinthians 4:15; Philippians 2:9-11; 2 Thessalonians 3:1; 1 Peter 4:10-11
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