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Revelation Chapter 13 The Coming of World Rule, Antichrist and the Final False Prophet

God and Satan have been at war for a long time and the arrow in Satan's bow has always been aimed at Jesus
Christ. Because Christ was the one who would redeem humanity. Christ is the one who would take back the
fallen Earth from the usurper and grant it His Kingdom. I John 2:18 states, "Little children, it is the last time.
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And as you have heard that Antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists by which we know
that it is the last time." Here, John tells us it is the last time, not only because the true Christ came, but
because the false Christs have appeared. The concept of antichrist is not limited to one individual. There are
many antichrists. And there have been many since the true Christ came. The word anti can really mean two
things, primarily means, “against.” So there will be many who will be against Christ. Anti is also used to
mean “in the place of.” And that would be the idea of someone coming and taking the place of Christ.
Stepping into that particular identification, a very subtle, veiled impersonation of Jesus Christ.

The waters and the sea are symbolic of humanity. The Beast rising out of the mass of humanity having seven
heads, it speaks both of perhaps its location and the fact that it is the culmination of all the kingdoms of the
past. Horns represent power and crowns speak of dominion. The name of Blasphemy simply indicates that it
will be characterized by blasphemous opposition against God and against Christ. The Antichrist has its
cohort, the false prophet coming up out from the earth (13:11). The major enterprise of Satan in endeavoring
to fight against God is deception (2 Corinthians 11:13-14). So the false prophet leads the world into the final
form of world religion which is the worship of the Antichrist at the very end.

Questions For Pondering

1. OT and NT repeatedly warn believers to watch out the false prophets and teachers. Have you developed
the spiritual ability to discern truth from the false? What step(s) should you take to develop the most needed
discernment as a Christian?

2. Are you so equipped so that you can contend earnestly for the truth which was once for all handed down
to the saints as Jude exhorts the saints to do?

3. Would you take time to read Jude 17-23 and follow his strategy to stay firm in this apostate time?
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